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I am delighted to unveil our extremely varied season of 
words, music, dance and drama.

Cygnet’s centre-piece event in conjunction with Wren 
Music and B:spoke Arts Collective, will be a brand new 
play by Mark Carey about The Royal Clarence Hotel.  
The Cygnet Company, joined by a great troupe of 
talented local actors, dancers and musicians are thrilled 
to present this epic tale!

We are delighted to welcome a first visit of the fabulous Lip Service 
Theatre – touring the South West after many years absence, and 
commemorating the bi-centenary of Jane Austen’s death by bringing us her 
most famous creation - Mr Darcy!  Local quilters are invited to decorate 
their set!

We have a full range of Shakespearean heroes, and some less well-
known characters, all culminating in the feast of fools portrayed in 
Twelfth Night.  The season starts with performance poets, includes the 
return of many musical friends, and features Wren Music’s brand new 
programme devised for the centenary of WW1 in Devon.  SEEDS Dance 
Company prove theatre’s healing power with their sensitive and delicate 
choreography in Chapters of Diagnosis.  Baroque Theatre provide family 
fun with swashbuckling Musketeers; and finally as we approach Christmas 
Distraction Theatre suggest some present ideas, before we finish with our 
traditional Carol Celebration.
Please join us! Rosalind Williams  
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Join ACT the support group for Cygnet Theatre

Cygnet is an independent educational charity which relies on support from our 
friends to continue our work training actors, staging plays and hosting productions at 
our theatre in Friars Gate, Exeter. Can you help us?

If you enjoy the work we do please support us further by joining ACT.   Your member-
ship fee, a donation or the offer of some time to help our small staff will go a long way 
towards nurturing Cygnet’s work and the that of our dedicated and talented Cygnet 
Company students 
 
More details    www.cygnettheatre.co.uk/act     info@cygnettheatre.co.uk
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Rob Barratt and Robert Garnham 
present 
The Two Robbies  
An evening of  comic poetry, song and whimsy 
23 September      7.30pm

Robert Garnham and Rob Barratt are two of the South West’s funniest 
spoken word artists. Both of the Robbies perform all around the UK and 
internationally.  After several years of enjoying each other’s work they have 
come together to present an evening of thought-provoking poetry, whimsy, 
song and daftness.

                 “This is not only clever but I think it’s very funny.” (Mike Harding)

Tickets:  £6

Robert Garnham is a comedy spoken word artist, originally from Surrey.  
His whimsy-driven poems are off-beat, high energy and hilariously deadpan, looking at 
everything from badgers who want to be in soap operas, a love affair with a muppet, 
to loading the dishwasher with a famous opera singer.

Rob Barratt is a Dudley-born and Cornwall-based comic poet, humourist and singer.  
His brain-tickling, word-mangling performance combines clever word play, verse and song 
with satire, parody and audience participation.  Rob deals with such important topics as 
squid, data-driven education, Neanderthal politics, the weather in Scotland, distressed 
furniture and tuk-tuks. 
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A season of folk concerts from  Wren 
Music working with Cygnet Theatre wren

 music

Friday 29th September 7.30pm

Solarference

Rosa Rebecka

Tickets £10.00 
Booking Information 
Cygnet Theatre Box Office 01392 277189

Exeter Visitors Information and Tickets 
Dix’s Field, Paris Street, Exeter 01392 665885 
www.wegottickets.com/cygnettheatre

Singers and sound artists Nick Janaway and 
Sarah Owen perform a genre-defying mix of 
live sampling and traditional folk song, with 
voice at the heart of the music. 
“Arresting, atmospheric and thrilling… 
Solarference are one of the most original acts 
playing English folk music.” –fRoots magazine

Not only an outstanding vocalist but also a truly 
original songwriter, Rosa Rebecka produces finely 

crafted songs which mix haunting narrative 
storytelling with sublime musicality. 
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Brite Theater 
Richard III 
Performed by Emily Carding                                                
Directed by Kolbrun Sigfusdottir 
4 & 5 October      7.30pm 
Pushing the boundaries of Shakespearean performance, Brite Theater have  
re-imagined Richard III as a one-woman show.  The fourth wall has been  
obliterated, and you the audience are invited to play roles within this  
award-winning production.  Will you survive?  Starring Emily Carding and 
directed by Kolbrun Sigfusdottir, alumni of Exeter University. 
 
  “Emily Carding and Kolbrun Bjort Sigfusdottir’s adaptation of Richard III is a  
  smart, sparse, stripped back version of the text built around Carding’s utterly 
  compelling performance.”      **** The Stage

  “I have seen several performances of Richard III;  Laurence Olivier and 
	 	 	Ian	McKellen	on	film,	and	Kevin	Spacey	at	the	Old	Vic,	but	Emily	Carding’s	 
  portrayal of the king who murders his way to the English throne is in a league  
  of its own.”            ***** Broadway Baby

  “a brilliantly simple but chillingly effective concept…it packs a powerful and  
  subversive punch”    **** The List

	 	 “Ms.	Carding’s	coolly	psychotic	king	has	a	Tilda	Swinton-esque	flair.”	 
                               **** New York Times 

For more information about the show please visit   www.onewomanrichard.co.uk 
Tickets:  £12, (£8 concs)                                         There will be a Q&A after each performance



6

Tickets:  £10

Mark Carey 

Into the Breach 
21 October      5.00pm.  
 
George Crocker is keen to liven up his dull life so he decides to join the 
Village Drama Club.  What happens then turns his world upside down.

Set during the Second World War this nostalgic, funny and moving story 
will appeal to all, from ten years and up.  It is a vivid portrait of village life 
with all seventeen colourful characters played by one man. 
 
 Dick Shurey writing in the Stratford Herald said : 
 “Set during the last years of world war two, what a tour de force Into the Breach  
 turned out to be.  The whole play was a delight… a lovely and very humorous play  
 that fully merited the standing ovation.”  
This ninety minute one man show is a classic tale of the small man taking on the big challenge.

Mark has been an actor and a writer for over thirty years.  Brought up in Exeter Mark 
decided he wanted to be an actor when working on The Onedin Line for the BBC,  
when he was thirteen.  In 1979 Mark played the boy in	Henry	V for Richard Digby Day at the  
Northcott Theatre in Exeter.  This experience proved useful when developing Into the 
Breach.  After Drama School Mark worked at the Nottingham Playhouse then run by  
Richard Digby Day.  In Nottingham Mark played Prince Giglio in The Rose and the Ring  
directed by Gregory Doran,  Artistic Director at the RSC. 
Mark has written a number of stage plays including Fire at The Clarence, Cygnet’s Autumn 
Community Play.
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Tickets:  £10 (£8 concs)

Finding the Will in association with The Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham 

Bard Heads 
21 October      8.00pm.   

Inspired by Shakespeare’s most famous plays and with a nod to Alan 
Bennett’s Talking Heads, Bard Heads imagines what might have happened 
next in Macbeth and Hamlet.

The Third Witch From The Left – What’s done cannot be undone – or 
can it?  Meg the witch is haunted by a night she can never forget. 

Call Me Oz - Sweet Prince?  Confirmed bachelor Osric lampoons 
Hamlet. 
   
 Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2014 
 “Curnow has done a splendid job in writing the play.  A colourful and engaging 
 monologue.”                                  Fringe Guru  
 “Well written and deftly performed.”  Broadway Baby  
 “An entertaining and thought-provoking production.  The writing and 
 performance is excellently pitched in its wry humour, connection to the 
	 audience	and	confident	delivery.”       Edinburgh Spotlight

Please note this production is not suitable for children under 12.
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S.E.E.D.S Dance Company 

Chapters of  Diagnosis
26 October      7.30pm  

“I had people saying “it’s all in your head”.  Do you honestly think I want 
to feel this way?”

A story inspired by anecdotal accounts, exploring the reality of what living 
with anxiety and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder is really like - imagine a 
monkey that sits in your brain.

There are potentially around 741,504 people living with OCD and serious  
anxiety at any one time in the UK. Chapters of Diagnosis sets out to 
explore these two conditions through the eyes of three unique characters.  
Telling their personal stories of what it is to live with these irrational and  
sometimes crippling conditions, SEEDS hopes to raise awareness and 
discussion on a topic that affects so many.  Told through movement, 
narrated by illustrated projection and featuring an original score.

Tickets:  £8 (£6 under 18/NUS)
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Lip Service Theatre 
Mr Darcy Loses the Plot       
27 October      7.30pm 
 
Jane Austen is dreaming up Darcy, a proud, lip-curling handsome creation 
in very tight pants.  But then a door squeaks, a visitor approaches and Jane 
hastily hides her work.  Mr Darcy is left dangling.  Left to his own devices 
he embroiders his own storyline while his creator stitches her quilt. 

When she returns she finds Darcy is diving into a lake in a clinging white 
shirt, dancing the Berzerka (a more extreme version of the Masurka) and 
wrestling carp.  
The set features quilt work specially created by community groups for this 
production.  To get quilting visit www.lipservicetheatre.co.uk

 “An	absolute	joy	from	start	to	finish”		 	 North West End

 “Scatty, warm, auditorium enveloping stage personalities” 
      Manchester Theatre Awards

 “On leaving the venue you feel a hundred times more invigorated than 
  when you went in, with the chuckle muscles positively aching at the  
  glorious lunacy”      Yorkshire Post

Tickets:  £15  
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by Mark Carey

 © Cecilia Currey
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Cygnet Company with Wren Music 

Fire at the Clarence 
A new community play by Mark Carey

October 31          7.30pm 
November 1 2 3 7 8 9 10 11     7.30pm 
November 11         2.00pm

Tickets:  £10 (£8 Child, £30 Family Ticket) 
Group Bookings available  

Cygnet Theatre with Wren Music are proud to celebrate the history of 
Exeter’s much loved Royal Clarence Hotel with a large-scale community 
production to coincide with the first anniversary of the fire. 

Mark Carey’s new play brings vivid life to the famous, infamous and 
little known characters who lived, worked, played and died at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel.

Performed by a Community Ensemble company of Exeter-based actors,                        
dancers and musicians alongside members of Cygnet Company and Wren 
Music Fire at the Clarence by locally born playwright  Mark Carey 
promises an evening of wit, drama, rugby, duels and dancing.

                                    Suitable for everyone 8+ 
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Ben Jordan 
4 November      7.30pm 
 
Ben Jordan is an American independent musician from Denver, Colorado.  
Having toured the US with Ghosts Breathing Through Our Strings in 2010 
Ben journeyed across the Atlantic for the first time.  

He now lives in Cornwall and tours throughout the UK and Europe.  In 
2014 Ben signed with IRL Records and released his highly anticipated 
follow up album Dream Invisible featuring the majority of Sam Green 
& the Midnight Heist; Jaz Delorean, from Tankus the Henge, and 
other UK musicians.  Ben is  currently working on a new album called 
Hymns Beneath the White Noise.

Ben’s songs range from intimate ballads to high energy foot stompers and  
everywhere in between.  His solo shows are part comedy, part travelogue 
and always a hair’s breadth from careening off the road. 
His communication and rapport with the audience is a rare and often 
hilarious thing to see.   
 “The blend of genres Ben Jordan offers is a good way to appeal to a wider 
 audience; there are some great acoustic singer/songwriters around lately that  
 have become so popular and Ben manages to hit that niche with his clearly  
 talented guitar playing and honest vocals.“     rapturemagazine.com 

Tickets:  £10 (£8 Under 18/NUS)
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Sun & Moon Theatre 
Twelfth Night (or What You Will) 
15 & 16 November      7.30pm 

Sun & Moon Theatre are back by popular demand with their vibrant, 
intimate production, enriched with passion, wit and live music.   
Christmas 1917.  As war wages on, those at home in Illyria try to forget 
and seek distraction, resulting in mistaken identity, folly and love.  But 
when refugee twins, Viola and Sebastian, are shipwrecked and separated, 
they shake up this grief-stricken community…  
Their original production of Twelfth Night (or What You Will) first 
seen in February 2017 was hailed as ‘inspired’ and ‘excellent’ and has 
played at various venues around the country including RSC The Dell in 
Stratford-upon-Avon.   
Warm yourself with a free mulled wine and enjoy this festive take on  
Shakespeare’s most delightful and thought-provoking comedy. 

 
 “Sun and Moon Theatre’s compassionate and intelligent retelling of  ‘Twelfth  
 Night’ delighted a full house at Exeter’s Cygnet Theatre.  The decision to set it a 
	 hundred	years	ago,	with	echoes	of	terrible	conflict	far,	but	not	far	enough,	away,	 
 is inspired.”             **** RemoteGoat

Tickets:  £ 8.50
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Blackberries  
and bandages

wren
 music

Wren Music presents

Wren Music is Devon’s folk and community music organisation. Charity No 1128790

Friday 17th November 

Cygnet Theatre 8.00pm
Tickets £10
Booking Information 
Cygnet Theatre Box Office 01392 277189
Exeter Visitors Information and Tickets Dix’s Field, 
Paris Street, Exeter 01392 665885 
www.wegottickets.com/cygnettheatre

Featuring singers and players from Wren Music's
Voices in Common Choirs & Rough Music Orchestras

Songs that tell the story of Devon's Home Front in WW1
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Baroque Theatre Company  
The Three Musketeers
Written & Directed by Ivan Wilkinson     
Adapted from the Alexandre Dumas Novel  
Produced by Claire Bibby  
18 November       2.00pm & 7.30pm 

Baroque Theatre Company is proud to present this classic family 
adventure adapted from Alexandre Dumas’ ‘The Three Musketeers!’

Cry ‘All for one and one for all,’ this winter as we join D’Artagnan and 
his friends, Porthos, Athos and Aramis, in their quest against the scheming 
Cardinal Richelieu.  A rip roaring, fast paced, swashbuckling show ideal for 
families (ages 5+).  Inventive stagecraft, witty dialogue and with colourful 
characters from the novel, this exciting story is brimming with energy and 
skilful storytelling.  

In his struggles to join the Musketeers, D’Artagnan must learn that life is 
not always simple and love never is, but with him all the way are his friends 
risking all for country and comradeship! 

  
 There will be action and romance galore in this specially commissioned production.

For families / children aged 5+ 

Tickets:  £10 (£8 Child under 16, £30 Family Ticket)

Baroque Theatre Company Presents

Written & Directed by Ivan Wilkinson  Adapted from the Alexandre Dumas novel
Suitable for families & children aged 5
Artistic Director Adam Morley  Produced by Claire Bibby

The Three Musketeers
Sponsored by

+
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Distraction Theatre Company  
The Twelve Days of  Christmas 
2 December      7.30pm 
 10th Anniversary Tour 

Mr Edward Fitzwilliam is in love with Miss Fairfax, but since she is a ‘most 
charming and dear creature; no ordinary wooing will do.’ 

But what to get a lady of such extraordinary charm and beauty? Luckily 
for Mr Edward, the local townsfolk have plenty of suggestions (and plenty 
of things they’re trying to sell).  
  
 “The team managed to deliver a sugar-coated wrapping containing absurd humour,  
 surprises, song and dance, sparkling repartee with the audience, and a heart-warming  
 message. Can live theatre get any better than that?“      ***** RemoteGoat

Tickets:  £ 11

Distraction is a Midlands-based touring theatre company dedicated to exploring quirky new 
ideas about historical stories.  We adapt these stories and find new ways to tell them to our 
audiences.  

Mix this with some innovative new writing, some larger-than-life caricatures, a blend of modern 
/ historical music and a pinch of physical theatre and – voila!  You have the perfect blend of the 
ridiculous and historical to create some zesty theatre to tickle your senses. 



Spring  
2018

Tom McConville

The Conductor

Antonio Oyarzabel

My Dog’s Got No Nose

Glamour Girl



Have you thought about Drama Training? 
3 Years full time Professional Training for Actors 
1 Year Foundation Course 
One Day Courses

Cygnet Theatre has over thirty years’ experience of helping young actors to develop 
their individual qualities.

Actors joining Cygnet’s unique full-time professional training work as part of an 
ensemble  (Cygnet Company) and have an ongoing commitment to public performances 
from day one. 
Actors learn from expert professionals, their peers & their audiences 

The Cygnet training is an intensely practical blend of classwork, rehearsal and 
performance covering all aspects of the actor’s craft (from voice work, movement and 
improvisation to microphone technique, stage combat and acting for camera).

Cygnet graduates have gone on to work successfully for stage, film, TV and Radio, form 
their own companies and found theatres.

Cygnet Theatre plays a key role in the region’s arts scene, supporting local artists to 
present their work at our venue in addition to our own productions.  Each year Cygnet 
tours locally around Devon and regularly showcases work in London.  The summer 
tour brings the Company’s work to new audiences and introduces the Company to the 
delights and challenges of open-air performance in a variety of beautiful venues.

Short courses and open masterclasses are run for those wanting to develop their stage 
or screen acting skills, whilst the thriving Cygnet Youth Theatre  
runs throughout the year to engage with young people, aged 11-18.                                               
These activities build self-confidence and team working as well as  
instilling a lifelong love of drama.                                                                                                                          
‘So rehearsal, listening to the others, getting closer and closer to the  
partner,  improvisation and then the presence of an audience are all the 
tools for sharpening the actor’s inbuilt sensitivity.  This is method without 
method.’  PETER BROOK Patron 
More details:  www.cygnettheatre.co.uk

            TRAINING @                     CYGNET THEATRE
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            TRAINING @                     CYGNET THEATRE
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Workshop Opportunities  
 
 
Thinking about actor training?
Thinking about Exeter?
Think about Cygnet!

Wednesday 22nd November 10am -1pm & 2pm - 5pm 
Audition Techniques
Join the staff and students at Cygnet Theatre in Exeter for a half-day practical workshop 
and experience the working life of an actor-in-training.  This workshop is ideal for 
students preparing for Drama School Auditions and will cover voice, embodiment and 
presentation skills.

Bring a short, ready-learned monologue (max 2 minutes) to work on and present at the 
end of the session.

No charge – but maximum 20 places per workshop.  Age 17+

Friday 24th November    3pm - 6pm   
Voice Workshop with Jacquie Crago 
Jacquie works as actor, director and now predominantly as 
a voice and dialect coach.  She is a regular contributor to 
the voice and text department at the RSC and is resident 
voice and dialect coach on the National Theatre’s tour of 
War Horse.

Her work focusses on creating an embodied connection 
with and structuring of text, listening and response within dialogue and voice techniques.

Cost £30

To book a place email: info@cygnettheatre.co.uk 
www.cygnettheatre.co.uk
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September 
Sat 23 The Two Robbies  7.30pm
Fri 29 Solarference & Rosa Rebecka     7.30pm

October
Wed  4 Richard III  7.30pm
Thu 5 Richard III  7.30pm
Sat 21 Into The Breach  5.00pm
Sat 21 Bard Heads  8.00pm 
Thu 26 Chapters of  Diagnosis   7.30pm 
Fri 27 Mr Darcy Loses the Plot  7.30pm
Tue 31 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm
 
November
Wed  1 Fire at The Clarence   7.30pm
Thu  2 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm
Fri   3 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm
Sat   4 Ben Jordan  7.30pm
Tue  7 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm
Wed  8 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm
Thu  9 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm 
Fri  10 Fire at The Clarence  7.30pm 
Sat 11 Fire at The Clarence   2.00pm  
Sat 11 Fire at The Clarence   7.30pm
Wed 15 Twelfth Night  7.30pm
Thu 16 Twelfth Night  7.30pm
Fri 17 Blackberries & Bandages    8.00pm
Sat 18 The Three Musketeers  2.00pm 
Sat 18 The Three Musketeers   7.30pm
 
December 
Sat  2 The Twelve Days of  Christmas 7.30pm
Fri 15 Cygnet Carols & Readings  7.00pm 
Programme subject to change please check with venue before travelling

Cygnet Theatre  Friars Gate, Exeter,  Devon,  EX2 4AZ  

To Book Tickets: 
Theatre Hotline:     01392 277189  
EVIT (Princesshay, Exeter)   01392 665885   
Online ticketing:     www.wegottickets.com/cygnettheatre  
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk      www.cygnettheatre.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 1081824          Company No. 3905769


