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Welcome to Cygnet - and three wonderful plays & three
wonderful concerts to cheer the winter nights!
J.B. Priestley’s The Long Mirror, perhaps not as well-known
as his other ‘Time’ plays, explores strange co-incidences and
twists of fate. We very much look forward to welcoming
Richard Digby Day, long-time friend of Cygnet and former
Artistic Director of The Northcott Theatre, to work with the Cygnet Company.
Cygnet Graduates will be working with London-based Edward Hulme, on a
fascinating play also exploring time. Constellations by Nick Payne, which
premiered at The Royal Court in 2012, charts the possible permutations
of one relationship. Pocketwatch Theatre Company invite families to get into
the half-term spirit with Wind in the Willows.
For our musical entertainment, we have performers from Russia, Spain and
Newcastle! Starting with a Gala Concert from Russian performers and
followed in early March by Spanish Concert pianist Antonio Oyarzabal with
the Newcastle Fiddler Tom McConville and friends celebrating St Patrick’s Day.
We look forward to seeing you with us!
Rosalind Williams
Join ACT the support group for Cygnet Theatre
Cygnet is an independent educational charity which relies on support from our friends to
continue our work training actors, staging plays and hosting productions at our theatre in
Friars Gate, Exeter. Can you help us?
If you enjoy the work we do please support us further by joining ACT. Your membership fee,
a donation or the offer of some help to our small staff will go a long way towards nurturing
Cygnet’s work and the that of our dedicated and talented Cygnet Company students.
More details

www.cygnettheatre.co.uk/ACT

info@cygnettheatre.co.uk

Cygnet Company

Director Richard Digby Day
30 31 January
1 2 3 February
3 February

7.30pm
7.30pm
2.00pm

As a dramatist the prolific J. B.
Priestley has never fallen from fashion
but a number of his plays have been
neglected. The Long Mirror [1940] is
one of these.
Set in a Welsh guest house, it is a
powerful combination of strained
personal relationships caught up in
Priestley’s own fascination with the
seeming tricks that time can play.
Richard Digby Day is Welsh-born and was the
first student of Direction at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art, where he was Leverhulme Scholar.
He has been director of several British Regional
Theatres, including York Theatre Royal, Exeter
Northcott Theatre and Nottingham Playhouse.
More recently Richard has been director of
Fordham University, U.S.A. and in July 2017
directed Ian McKellen in a new one-person
performance that was seen at the Park Theatre,
London.
He has worked for Cygnet on several previous
occasions, directing Dr Faustus, Hard Times &
Christmas in Venice.
Tickets: £12 (£10 concessions)
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Performed by Soloists from Russia’s Music Colleges

Gala Concert
Friday 9th February

7.30pm

A rare opportunity to be taken on a musical journey to the heart of
Russian Heritage and experience its varied nature. The extensive programme
will include operatic arias and traditional Russian songs, violin masterpieces and
folk arrangements for balalaika featuring some of the most loved Russian
composers: Tchaikovsky, Dargomizsky, Rachmaninov, Sviridov and more.
Compositions will be performed by graduates of Russia’s leading Music Colleges
including a virtuoso balalaika player, prize winning violinist, a mezzo soprano and
a classical pianist.

Sergei Kosov

Ekaterina Shetliffe

Iryna Ilnytska

Tickets: £13.50 (£11.50 concessions)
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Yulia Northridge

The Pocketwatch Theatre Company

Wind in The Willows
Saturday 10 February

12.00pm & 3.00pm

Journey to the countryside with The Pocketwatch Theatre Company as they
follow the grand adventures of Ratty, Mole, Badger and Toad in their new
adaptation of Kenneth Graham’s ‘The Wind in the Willows’.
Motorcars, the open road, train chases, mischievous weasels and simply messing
about in boats ensures that there’s never a dull moment for the inhabitants of
the Riverbank (although there’s always time for a picnic!).
With an entirely original score, live music and puppets this classic tale is
charmingly brought to life, capturing the imaginations of audiences both young
and old alike.
The Pocketwatch Theatre Company was founded in 2012 by
graduates of The University of Exeter.They have developed and
grown ever since, particularly known for specialising in immersive
promenade or site-specific outdoor children’s theatre and storytelling.

‘A Magical, beautiful family experience’
Age 3 + (basically anyone who can sit still for an hour is fine!)

Tickets: £10.00 (£8 child)
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Wren Music

Ain’t I A Woman!
Friday 9th March
7.30pm
Amy, Sarah and Marilyn from Wren
Music lead this Wren Music concert
for International Women’s Day 2018.

Inspired by the Sojourner Truth
speech, this concert challenges
assumptions about women, and
celebrates the achievements of
women.
Since the first Wren Music concert for International Women’s Day 2016, women
from the Wren Music team have built an enthusiastic women’s choir from across
Devon. The Her Story project has written many new songs in the folk style, to
build on and expand the representation of women in traditional folk song.
(This participatory singing project is open to anyone who identifies as
a woman. In 2018 the project will ask:
What is it that makes me a woman?
Rehearsals all held at the Cygnet Theatre, Exeter, Sundays
2.30pm to 5.00pm January 28th, February 4th, 18th and 25th.)

Tickets: £10
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Antonio Oyarzabal
Friday 2nd March 7.30pm
Concert pianist Antonio Oyarzabal studied with Marta Zabaleta and Miguel
Borges at Musikene in San Sebastian before taking a Masters & Artist Diploma
at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, studying with Caroline Palmer.
He works both as a chamber musician, recently making his Barbican Hall debut,
and soloist playing concertos with orchestras both in Spain and in London.
He will be performing the music from his new CD The Inner Child a programme revisiting childhood with adult eyes and including pieces
by Schumann, Debussy, Ravel and Catalan composer Mompou.
“A very polished tecnique, and a great elegance” F. Balsera
“Oyarzabal’s pianism is extremely clean in the reading, elegantly polished
in all the registers, freely attached to the genre of miniature – absolutely
needed in these pieces – and its intimate expression answers to the title
of the album” B. Matamoro.

Tickets: £14 (£12 concessions)
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Tom McConville
Saturday 17th March

7.30pm

Award winning fiddle player and singer Tom McConville is internationally
renowned for his fiery, heart-stopping performances. Winner of the BBC Folk
Musician of the Year in 2009, he is truly the most original fiddle player in the UK.
Blending traditional music from his home town of Newcastle with Irish,
American and Scottish influences, he creates a sound that has jazz, folk, bluegrass
and classical influence. His live performances are a roller coaster of musical
delights; fast rhythmic dance tunes through beautiful slow airs and, of course,
great singing – all presented with his inimitable
sense of humour and style.
Joining Tom will be English bagpipes and
accordion duo David Faulkner and Steve
Turner - a local due with a national and
international outlook. Steve and David have
been playing together for 25 years and have
performed at many events and festivals across
Britain and Europe.
Tickets: £12
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Cygnet Graduate Showcase Production

Constellations by Nick Payne
March 20 21 22 23 24 7.30pm
Directed by Ed Hulme
One relationship. Infinite possibilities.
Listen to me please.The basic laws of physics don’t have a past and a present.
Time is irrelevant at the level of atoms and molecules. It’s symmetrical. We have all
the time we’ve always had. You’ll still have all our time.

Constellations is a dazzling two-hander about free will and friendship, quantum
multiverse theory, love and honey.
Nick Payne’s “Astonishingly fine new play” The Independent 2012 is laced with humour,
pathos and wisdom.
Marissa Rowell plays Marianne & Damian Schedler Cruz plays Roland
Ed originally trained as an actor at Arts Ed. His credits include the West End - St James
Theatre, Soho Theatre & Shakespeares Globe, RSC as well as assisting Sir Trevor Nunn.
He also has the pleasure of teaching at some of the top drama schools in the country.

Tickets: £ 12 (£10 concessions)
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TRAINING @
Have you thought about Drama Traning
3 Years full time Professional Training for Actors
1 Year Foundation Course
One day courses
Cygnet Theatre has nearly 40 years’ experience of helping young actors to develop their
individual qualities.
Actors joining Cygnet’s unique full-time professional training work as part of an ensemble
(Cygnet Company) and have an ongoing commitment to public performances from day one.

Actors learn from expert professionals, their peers & their audiences
The Cygnet training is an intensely practical blend of classwork, rehearsal and performance
covering all aspects of the actor’s craft (from voice work, movement and improvisation to
microphone technique, stage combat and acting for camera).
Cygnet graduates have gone on to work successfully for stage, film, TV and Radio, form their
own companies and found theatres.
Cygnet Theatre plays a key role in the region’s arts scene, supporting local artists to present
their own work at our venue in addition to our own productions. Each year Cygnet tours
locally around Devon and regularly showcases work in London. The summer tour brings the
Company’s work to new audiences and introduces the Company to the delights and challenges
of open-air performance in a variety of beautiful venues.
Short courses and open masterclasses are run for those wanting to develop their stage or
screen acting, skills whilst the thriving Cygnet Youth Theatre, runs throughout the year to
engage with young people, aged 11-18. These activities build self-confidence
and team working as well as instilling a lifelong love of drama.
‘So rehearsal, listening to the others, getting closer and closer to the
partner, improvisation and then the presence of an audience are all the
tools for sharpening the actor’s inbuilt sensitivity. This is method without
method.’ PETER BROOK Patron

More details: www.cygnettheatre.co.uk
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CYGNET THEATRE
Workshop Opportunities

Once again, Cygnet is offering short courses and workshops for professional
and community artists to join.
This term they focus on physical / vocal release work and acting techniques.
Our upcoming opportunities are listed on our website
www.cygnettheatre.co.uk.

If you would like to be added
to our Artists Mailing List
to receive information on
upcoming workshops please
email
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk
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Programme subject to change please check with venue before travelling

Coming Soon

My Dog’s Got No Nose - Giles Shenton
Glamour Girl - Quill & Inking Company

Cygnet Theatre

Friars Gate, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4AZ

To Book Tickets:
Theatre Hotline:
01392 277189
EVIT (Princesshay, Exeter)
01392 665885
Online ticketing: www.wegottickets.com/cygnettheatre
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk
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