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Dear Friends,  
Welcome to our spring 
brochure and another 
season of Drama, 
Storytelling and Music.   
We are delighted to continue our 
Supper Club with our friends at 
The Oddfellows so you can enjoy 
a delicious meal before joining us       
for a performance.

As you may know, Cygnet is an 
independent educational charity 
which relies on support from 
our friends to continue our work      
training actors, staging plays and   
hosting productions at our theatre in 
Friars Gate, Exeter.   Can you help us?

Join ACT and your membership fee, 
donation or offer of help will go a 
long way towards nurturing Cygnet’s 
work and our talented students. 
 
More details: 
www.cygnettheatre.co.uk/ACT 
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk

Wren Music 
  
Gothic Dartmoor

The Gothic Dartmoor concert explores 
a rich vein of myth and legend through 
the tales of Dartmoor.  The songs are 
selected from the folk song collection 
made at the end of the C19th by Squire 
and Parson Revd Sabine Baring-Gould, 
and inspired by his other writings, 
including The Book of Dartmoor and  
The Book of Were-Wolves.

Wren Music has put together an impressive 
company to bring you ‘Gothic Dartmoor’ – 
Marilyn Tucker: Singer and storyteller, Paul 
Wilson: Multi-instrumentalist and singer, Jon Dyer: 
Experienced performer and a fabulous flautist 
and Hannah Cumming: Fiddle player and singer, 
plus a specially formed Gothic Dartmoor Choir.

Tickets:   £12

Friday 1st February 
7.30pm

60 New North Road Exeter  EX4 4EP
Tel: 01392 209050
Email: exeter@theoddfellowsbar.co.uk 
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Autact Theatre 

The Duck 

The Duck believes that she is swimming 
through a world of people just like her, 
until the day she is diagnosed with  
autism.  Now she needs to re-examine 
who she is and what that means.   
A powerful and beautiful glimpse into 
one autistic woman’s world. 
 
Autact Theatre began in 2017, when Jo Loyn, our 
Director, realised that she had all the resources 
at her fingertips to start something new and 
exciting: our actor, Lucy Theobald and  
Rhi Lloyd-Williams, a Writer, Poet, Speaker and 
Autism Advocate.  Jo decided to see if together 
we could create something new and exciting, and 
so Autact was born.

 
A warm welcome return to 2013 Cygnet 
Graduate Lucy Theobald.

Tickets:  £7 (£5 children, £20 family) Age 8+ Tickets:  £8                              Age 8+

Friday 15th February  
7.30pm

Tuesday 12th February 
7.00pm

Cygnet Company 
    
Cautionary Tales  
for the World’s Worst Victorian Children

Tales of death, doom and destruction to 
ensure juvenile propriety & fear! Before 
David Walliams’ The World’s Worst 
Children, there were plenty of naughty 
children whose stories needed to be 
told.  

Parents told tales to curb bad behaviour 
and children listened politely; pondering 
the likelihood of the stories being true, 
while relishing the humour, death and 
destruction.

Join the Cygnet Company for 50 minutes 
of ghoulish & playful physical storytelling. 
This production can also be seen at 
Countess Wear Village Hall, Exeter                               
on Saturday 27th April at 4pm.

Look out for other  
venues in the 
Westcountry
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Tickets: £10                                 12+    

Friday 1st March  
7.30pm

Artemis Storytelling presents  
Clare Muireann Murphy  
Others from the Other Side 

The Irish landscape is full of stories 
peopled by shape-shifters and once-god-
fairies who move seamlessly between 
our own and a decidedly other world.
The fabulous storyteller, Clare Muireann 
Murphy, acts as an intermediary between 
these two worlds, with stories of 
the other people, changelings, stolen 
children, strange marriages, theft, 
deception and wild curses.
 
CLARE MUIREANN MURPHY Born in Dublin, 
Clare has lived in Spain,  America, Galway, 
London, and currently resides in Bristol.    
A dynamic and witty performer, she has 
performed in festivals and theatres across 
the world, and her repertoire extends from 
her beloved Irish mythology to world folklore, 
anecdotes, fables, personal and original stories. 

multi story theatre company 

Digging the Dirt
 

A couple from a time past try to dig 
a brighter future whilst a couple from 
time present face the repercussions 
of whistle-blowing.  The impulse to 
make the world a better place comes 
up against the challenges inherent in 
working together.  How far do you 
compromise to protect your principles?

multi story was created in 2000 by Bill Buffery 
and Gill Nathanson inspired by their visits to 
Canadian Fringes and built on years of touring 
experience in the UK.  Our work for adult  
audiences is our way of joining in the public 
discourse about the world we live in. 

 
After show discussion

Please ring the theatre to reserve your place

Tickets: pay-what-you-will  
(after the performance)     Age 14+

Saturday 23rd February 
2.30pm & 7.30pm



Kick in the Head 

 
Three Men in a Boat 
Written by Jerome K. Jerome Adapted for 
the stage and directed by Simon Downing 
 
Join Jerome as he recounts the hilarious 
story of his boating holiday along the 
magnificent River Thames with his two 
companions and Montmorency the 
dog.  Come and join in the fun as Giles 
Shenton expertly takes the helm and 
pilots you through the ridiculous tale of 
men behaving badly while messing about 
in boats! 

Kick In The Head is a joint venture between 
Andrew Brewis, Simon Downing and Giles 
Shenton. Previous productions include Old 
Herbaceous, Fagin? and My Dog’s Got No Nose.

Tickets: £12.50 
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Wren Music
 
Her Story - ‘Thread the Needle,  
                                       Prove the Point’

Marilyn Tucker, Sarah Owen and Amy 
Wilson (of Wren Music) return to 
Cygnet Theatre for their fourth annual 
celebration for International Women’s 
Day.  In 2019, the professional singers 
and community choir will share the 
unsung stories of women’s lives by 
exploring fabrics, with traditional 
songs of wool, lace and linen and 
contemporary works on factory life and 
community banners.

Wren Music is an artist-led folk arts organisation 
based in Okehampton.  Their mission is to work 
with music and culture in order to educate, 
inspire creativity, promote inclusion, and celebrate 
identity.  Wren works with all ages, from early 
years to older adults, in a variety of settings, 
from schools to theatres and from the street to 
residential homes.

Tickets: £10.00 

Friday 8th March   
7.30pm

Wednesday 6th March 
7.30pm



6

Cygnet Company

The Merry Wives of  Windsor
Director Amanda Knott
William Shakespeare’s epic and delightful comedy is a rollicking tale of marriage, fidelity,   
trickery and love.

The puffed up and degenerate Sir John Falstaff, a Knight of the Garter, 
is seized with the outrageous idea that to seduce two of Windsor’s 
wealthy merry wives will prove his virility and give him access to their 
money, but with female cunning and a devilish plot involving their 
husbands, Falstaff is repeatedly tricked by the women. 
 
“a beacon of creativity in these dark times”  
                                                          Remotegoat - ANIMAL FARM 2017

Amanda Knott is a regular collaborator with Cygnet, directing Playhouse Creatures   
and Animal Farm for the Cygnet Company in 2015 and 2017.  Formerly Associate    
Director of  Theatre Royal,  Plymouth, she is now Director of Creative Cow whose 
many productions have toured extensively around the UK.

Tickets: £12  (£8 Under 18/NUS/Students)

March 27 28 29 30  7.30pm        April 3 4 5 6        7.30pm 
March 30  April 6          2.30pm

Yulia Northridge, Ekaterina Shetliffe  
Sergei Kosov, Iryna Ilnytska  
Russian Showcase

By popular demand, our four virtuoso 
artists return with a showcase of Russian 
Heritage and Culture, inspired by some 
of the country’s leading composers.

Experience the atmosphere of Russia 
by taking a fascinating journey through 
time with patriotic masterpieces by 
Glinka; melancholic melodies from the 
golden years of the Romantic era with 
Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov; dramatic 
and stirring compositions by Soviet 
composers Prokofiev, Schnittke and 
Khachaturian, also featuring melancholic 
and upbeat folk favourites. 
 
The extensive programme will include operatic 
arias and traditional Russian songs, violin 
masterpieces and arrangements for Russia’s 
national instrument the balalaika.

Tickets: £13.50 (£11.50 Concs)

Friday 15th March 
7.30pm



Cygnet Company

The Merry Wives of  Windsor
Director Amanda Knott
William Shakespeare’s epic and delightful comedy is a rollicking tale of marriage, fidelity,   
trickery and love.

The puffed up and degenerate Sir John Falstaff, a Knight of the Garter, 
is seized with the outrageous idea that to seduce two of Windsor’s 
wealthy merry wives will prove his virility and give him access to their 
money, but with female cunning and a devilish plot involving their 
husbands, Falstaff is repeatedly tricked by the women. 
 
“a beacon of creativity in these dark times”  
                                                          Remotegoat - ANIMAL FARM 2017

Amanda Knott is a regular collaborator with Cygnet, directing Playhouse Creatures   
and Animal Farm for the Cygnet Company in 2015 and 2017.  Formerly Associate    
Director of  Theatre Royal,  Plymouth, she is now Director of Creative Cow whose 
many productions have toured extensively around the UK.

Tickets: £12  (£8 Under 18/NUS/Students)
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Exim Dance 
 

Marked
  
We’re just marking this, not full out, 
just a run through before the real thing. 
We’re marking out the spaces that we’re 
going to move through, that we have 
permission to move through, marking 
out the territories that belong to us, and 
those that belong to you, because we 
need to know, and you need to know 
where the lines are drawn; who is to 
be marked up and who is marked out; 
destined for the margins.  

Exim Dance Company tour nationally & 
internationally creating live performance work 
that draws on the curiosity and inquisitive nature 
of the artists involved.  With a thirst for adventure 
and a dedication to collaboration, Exim works 
across art forms, allowing our multi dimensional 
work to reach out to new audiences.                  
                                                           

Tickets:  £10 (£6 conc, £5 under18)    15+

Friday 3rd May  
7.30pm

March 27 28 29 30  7.30pm        April 3 4 5 6        7.30pm 
March 30  April 6          2.30pm

Cygnet Company in rehearsal 



Artemis Storytelling presents  
Xanthe Gresham Knight
 
‘Sunflowers’ and  
                   ‘Buddha Babies’

The Ancient Greek Eleusinian Mysteries 
involved enacting the myth of the 
Goddess Demeter and her daughter 
Kore.  The ritual gave its participants 
‘joy in life and hope in death.’  Following 
the loss of her mother, Gresham Knight 
goes in search of the sometimes bawdy,   
mind-blowing path of the initiate. 
The result is a recipe:  ‘Buddha Babies’ 
the unconventional cookery show.

Xanthe Gresham Knight is a storyteller with a  
distinctive, physical, performance style, who delights in 
the absurd and preposterous. Alongside performances 
in theatres and art centres around the world, she works 
as a storyteller for Holland Park and The Chelsea Physic 
Garden and lectures on Storytelling Drama at the  
University of East London.  Her 9 Goddess-inspired 
shows were funded by the Arts Council of England.  

‘She unfolds each tale like the petals of a 
lotus.  At the end, you leave with something 
beautiful created in your own mind.’ British 
Theatre Review.

8

Tickets: £10                               16+

Friday 10th May  
7.30pm

Tickets: £12 (£10 Concs)                 14+

Saturday 4th May    
7.30pm

Finding The Will in assocation with 
The Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham 
 
Naming The View 

Shakespeare’s The Taming Of The 
Shrew ends with the once feisty 
Katherine declaring unreserved 
obedience to her husband.  Has her 
character changed because of their 
mutual love and understanding or the 
bullish controlling ways of her husband? 
Naming The View is a modern day   
re-imagining of Katherine after thirty 
years of marriage.

Kate is unexpectedly joined by an 
irritating acquaintance from her past.  An 
awkward conversation reveals why their 
hopes and dreams never matched their 
expectations. 

“FINDING THE WILL is stunning! Both 
writing and performances.” - Highlights Rural 
Touring



Pilot’s Thumb 

Yezno 

 
Who exactly is enjoying the so called 
sexual revolution?  A question asked by 
many during the early 1970’s.  Certainly 
not Martin and Christine as they struggle 
to save their marriage, not helped by the 
“Let it all hang out!” movement.  Sadly 
they would have made great friends… 

Pilot’s Thumb yet again explore a significant  
social issue with their trademark pithy humour, 
organic characters and strong narrative.  

“Rivetting performance from Pilot’s Thumb 
Theatre with “Yezno” tonight, sharp writing, 
brilliant characterisation from an excellent 
cast and cleverly staged.  Enjoyed every 
minute.”     Audience review

Tickets: £10 (£8 conc)                    14+
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Tickets: £4 (£12 Group Rate 4 people)

Saturday May 18th   
6.00pm

Friday 17th May      
8.00pm

 
Spring Concert 

A spring concert showcasing solos and 
duets by singers of all ages and abilities 
taught by Louisa Wilde and Kathryn 
Bringloe.  From Classical and Musical 
Theatre to Pop and Rock. 

The concert will raise money for the 
ongoing work of the Cygnet Theatre, 
which receives little funding and 
provides a huge amount of resources 
for local performers, both amateur and 
professional, as well as training new 
actors.  
 
Come and support some local singers 
for a fantastic cause. 
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Have you thought about Drama Training  
3 Years full time Professional Training for Actors 
1 Year Foundation Course 
One day courses
Cygnet Theatre has nearly 40 years’ experience of helping young actors  
to develop their individual qualities. 

Actors joining Cygnet’s unique full-time professional training work as part 
of an ensemble  (Cygnet Company) and have an ongoing commitment to 
public performances from day one.

Actors learn from expert professionals, their peers & their      
audiences 

The Cygnet training is an intensely practical blend of classwork, rehearsal 
and performance covering all aspects of the actor’s craft (from voice 
work, movement and improvisation to microphone technique, stage    
combat and acting for camera).  

Annual touring to theatres, community spaces and open air as well as a 
London Showcase gives a solid grounding in the joys and rigours of the             
professional actor’s life.

Cygnet graduates have gone on to have successful careers in all aspects of 
stage, film, TV & Radio, to form their own companies and found theatres.

 
             

More details:  www.cygnettheatre.co.uk

            TRAINING @                     CYGNET THEATRE



            TRAINING @                     CYGNET THEATRE
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Workshop Opportunities 
 

Once again, Cygnet is offering short courses and workshops for            
professional and community artists to join.  

This term they focus on physical / vocal release work and acting  
techniques. 

Our upcoming opportunities are listed on our website   
www.cygnettheatre.co.uk.

If you would like to be added 
to our Artists Mailing List to        
receive information on 
upcoming workshops please 
email  
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk



February
Fri 1  Gothic Dartmoor Music 7.30pm
Tue 12 Cautionary Tales  Children 7.00pm
Fri 15  The Duck Theatre 7.30pm

Sat 23rd  Digging The Dirt Theatre   2.30pm & 7.30pm
 
March
Fri 1  Others from the Other Side Storytelling 7.30pm
Wed 6 Three Men in a Boat Drama 7.30pm
Fri 8 Her Story - Music 7.30pm 
   ‘Thread the Needle, Prove the Point’
Fri 15 Russian Showcase Music                           7.30pm

 
 

April 
Sat 27  Cautionary Tales  Children 4.00pm 
   (Countess Wear Village Hall, Exeter)
May 
Fri 3 Marked Dance 7.30pm
Sat 4 Naming The View Drama 7.30pm
Fri 10 ‘Sunflowers’ and  ‘Buddha Babies’ Storytelling 7.30pm
Fri 17 Yezno Drama 8.00pm
Sat 18 Spring Concert Music 6.00pm

 

Programme subject to change please check with venue before travelling

   Cygnet Theatre  Friars Gate, Exeter,  Devon,  EX2 4AZ  

     To Book Tickets: 

     Theatre Hotline:    01392 277189  

     EVIT (Princesshay, Exeter)   01392 665885   
     Online ticketing:     www.wegottickets.com/cygnettheatre 
   
      info@cygnettheatre.co.uk      www.cygnettheatre.co.uk 
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Cygnet Company   The Merry Wives of  Windsor   William Shakespeare 
March 27 - 30    April 3 - 6  7.30pm       March 30   April 6   2.30pm

Registered Charity No. 1081824          Company No. 3905769




