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Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to our 
exciting Autumn 
season, filled with 
storytellling, music 
and drama, and a 
commemoration of 
the wit of comedienne Joyce Grenfell. 
  
We are delighted to continue our 
Supper Club with our friends at  
The Oddfellows, so why not enjoy a 
delicious meal before joining us for a 
performance?  
As you may know, Cygnet is an 
independent educational charity which 
relies on support from our friends 
to continue our work training actors, 
staging plays and hosting productions 
at our theatre in Friars Gate, Exeter.    
Can you help us?

Join ACT and your membership fee, 
donation or offer of help will go a long 
way towards nurturing Cygnet’s work 
and our talented students.  

More details: 
www.cygnettheatre.co.uk/ACT     
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk

Tickets: £10                              12+

Friday 27th September 
7.30pm

60 New North Road Exeter  EX4 4EP 
Tel: 01392 209050
Email: exeter@theoddfellowsbar.co.uk 

Aretemis Storytelling

Tristan and Iseult

 
One of the great love 
stories, spanning the 
lands and seas of  
Cornwall, Ireland and 
Brittany.  Hear afresh 
the rapture in music 
that drifts across the 
water, the tenderness  
of a healing touch, 
the passion in a game of chess, the 
intimacy of an apple orchard and the 
thrill of clutching at your lover’s hand 
and fleeing to the wild secret places of 
this land. 
Katy picks a clear, brilliant path through 
this many-layered legend, mingling story 
with snatches of Gaelic song and  
touching her listeners with the  
excitement, beauty and tragedy  
of this timeless tale.  



Tickets: £4 (£12 Group Rate 4 people)
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Tickets:  £14              

Saturday 28th September 
6.00pm

 
  
Autumn Concert

A concert showcasing solos and 
duets by singers at any stage of their       
learning who are taught by Louisa Wilde 
and Katy Bringloe.

A friendly concert featuring singers of all 
ages and abilities.  Expect music ranging 
from pop to classical.

The concert will raise money for the 
ongoing work of the Cygnet Theatre, 
which receives little funding and provides 
many resources for local performers, 
both amateur and professional, as well as 
training new actors.  
 
Come and support some local singers 
for a fantastic cause. 

Thursday 10th October 
7.30pm

Kick in the Head
 

Choice Grenfell 
Directed by Simon Dowling

Choice Grenfell is a wonderful tribute 
featuring some of the best of Joyce’s 
hilarious songs and monologues from 
Stately as a Galleon and School  
Nativity Play to A Terrible Worrier and 
First Flight. Joyce is our guide for a 
delightful delve into some of her most 
endearing characters, ably accompanied 
by her trusted pianist William Blezard. 

“Andrew Brewis’s practical musical prowess, as 
William Blezard, sitting at the keyboard is mas-
terly. Suzanna Walters gives us the perfect Joyce, 
of fondest memory, with uncannily accurate facial 
expressions, movement and posture.  
Like Joyce herself, the voice is not loud, but the 
diction is perfect.” Opening Night Revue

"tremendously funny and totally on the ball"                  
                                             The Telegraph
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Tickets: £12

Saturday 12th October  
7.30pm

Wren Music

Gothic Dartmoor 
 

The Gothic Dartmoor concert explores 
a rich vein of myth and legend through 
the tales of Dartmoor.  The songs are 
selected from the folk song collection 
made at the end of the C19th by Squire 
and Parson Revd Sabine Baring-Gould, 
and inspired by his other writings, 
including The Book of Dartmoor and  
The Book of Were-Wolves.

Wren Music has put together an impressive 
company to bring you ‘Gothic Dartmoor’ – 
Marilyn Tucker: Singer and storyteller, Paul 
Wilson: Multi-instrumentalist and singer, Jon Dyer: 
Experienced performer and a fabulous flautist 
and Hannah Cumming: Fiddle player and singer, 
plus a specially formed Gothic Dartmoor Choir.

Tickets: £10  (includes a programme)  

24-26 October    7.30pm 
26th October      2.30pm

Colin Barrow Productions

 
There Must Be an Angel 
A world premier at Cygnet theatre where all profits 
after expenses to go to FORCE Cancer Charity, Devon 
  
The action of the play takes place in the 
vestry of a village Church.  
After a Sunday morning service,  
Reverend Andrew Hewitt claims that he 
has seen a ghost in the Lady Chapel.  
He finds himself embroiled in a romantic 
dilemma, between two females, one of 
which is homeless and has made herself 
perfectly at home in the vestry!   
As this story of romance twists and 
turns, delivering comedy and some 
heartfelt moments will the Reverend 
find his true love in the end? 

We are a group of local amdram players run by 
professional playwright, Colin Barrow. Our aim 
is to stage productions where everyone is equal 
within the group, whether playing the lead role or 
making a cuppa.  Profits raised from   
performances are in support of a chosen local 
charity.
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Tickets: £12

ABS Theatre

 
Buckets 
Directed by Hannah Baxter-Freeman

Buckets by Adam Barnard is a play about 
time and how, as our lives continue, it is 
running out. It is a series of short scenes 
that are written in such a way that it is 
open to the creativity of the director  
and producer as to how to put the  
performance together.

The performance explores technology 
and the impact it has on our lives. The 
play’s thirty-three scenes are of varying 
length with some just being a couple of 
lines whilst others are mini-plays in their 
own right. The scenes reflect on themes 
such as sadness, happiness, sickness, 
wellness, youth, experience, crying and 
ultimately dying.

Friday 1st November 
7.30pm

ABS Theatre is a professional theatre company 
based in South Devon. The company was founded 
in 2018 and is involved in a range of theatrical 
ventures including educational, site-specific, full 
productions and workshops.
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Tickets: £8 / £5 Under 18/NUS

Cygnet Company

1819 – John Keats’  
              Year of  Wonders
Directed by Alistair Ganley

My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains

My sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk,

Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains

One minute past, and Lethe-wards had sunk….

                                Ode to a Nightingale

Join the Cygnet Company in celebrating 
Keats’ genius in this sensual and delicate 
staging of his great Odes and narrative 
poems from 1819.  Music, movement 
and romantic passion infuse this unique 
performance.

Keats is one of the greatest English  
language poets; his rich imagery and 
language are thrilling to hear and draw 
the listener into luscious worlds of    
sensuality and drama. 

1819 is described as John Keats’ annus       
mirabilis; a year when he wrote his most 
significant works, fell deeply in love, and 
cemented his literary legacy with Lamia, 
Isabella, The Eve of St. Agnes, & Other Poems. 
published in 1820.

Thursday  7th November  7.30pm
Friday   8th  November 7.30pm
Saturday 9th November 3.00pm

Saturday 9th November  7.30pm  
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“Deep in the heart of the desert, in a 
vibrant city of magic and sand, young 
Aladdin lives as a ‘street-rat’ using his 
skills as a thief to survive. Up at the 
palace, Princess Jasmine looks out at her 
city and its people. Both long to make a 
difference and are soon thrown into an 
adventure unlike any other as Aladdin 
meets Jafar, a sorcerer with a plot that 
could spell trouble for them all…oh yes 
it will!”
Anthos Arts’ Chameleons embark on a journey 
filled with wicked schemes, daring escapes, flying 
carpets and magic items of ages past as we 
stage our very first pantomime! Ages 6-11, the 
Chameleons bring the tale from the Book of One 
Thousand and One Night (The Arabian Nights) 
to the stage for Christmas 2019.  

Tickets will be bookable via Anthos Arts at 
www.anthosarts.com. 
Priority booking will go to parents with 
children in the group. 

Anthos Arts

Aladdin

Saturday 7th December  
2.30pm

Tom McConville
Saturday 1st February

“Tom is a brilliant fiddler and great singer; 
a wonderful ambassador of the James Hill 
musical tradition “    Aly Bain
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Christmas Concert  

 
A festive concert showcasing solos and 
duets by singers at any stage of their 
learning who are taught by Louisa Wilde 
and Katy Bringloe.

A friendly concert featuring singers of all 
ages and abilities.  Expect to leave feeling 
Christmassy!

The concert will raise money for the 
ongoing work of the Cygnet Theatre, 
which receives little funding and provides 
many resources for local performers, 
both amateur and professional, as well as 
training new actors.  

Come and support some local singers for 
a fantastic cause.

Saturday 14th December 
6.00pm

Carols  
and 
Readings

Carols  
and 
Readings

Sunday 15th December 
4.00pm

Carols & Readings 

 

Get into the Christmas spirit and join 
the Cygnet Company and Staff for our  
annual celebration of Carols and 
Readings

Free admission with a Retiring collection 
for the Student Bursary Fund Appeal

 
Followed by 

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies

Tickets: £4 (£12 Group Rate 4 people)
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Student Bursary 
     

Student Bursary Fund Appeal

We are proud of Cygnet’s 40-year history of training versatile and dedicated actors.  

Cygnet actors learn as part of an ensemble, gaining invaluable experience in small, 
intensive classes and through extensive public performances unequalled among drama 
schools.  

Cygnet wants to offer training to talented young people from any background.  Because 
only degree courses attract Government loans, our actors need either independent 
means or a generous benefactor.  

Could you be that benefactor?

As a responsible organisation, we know it is important 
to ensure our graduates learn to go through a funding 
process as a valuable tool for pursuing a career in the 
Arts; but sadly, uncertainty over funding can undermine 
students’ progress and morale, and we have lost  
promising actors for lack of funds.    
We are in danger of just that at this moment…  

Can you help?

If you are able to donate to our bursary fund, please 
visit: www.cygnettheatre.co.uk  or Phone 01392 277189

Any donation goes a long way to help our dedicated and talented company, whatever 
their background, become the best performers they can be, and flourish in their chosen 
career. Please note that as a registered Charity Cygnet can collect Gift Aid on donations.
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Have you thought about Drama Training?  
3 Years full time Professional Training for Actors 
1 Year Foundation Course 
One day courses
Cygnet Theatre has nearly 40 years’ experience of helping young actors  
to develop their individual qualities. 

Actors joining Cygnet’s unique full-time professional training work as part 
of an ensemble  (Cygnet Company) and have an ongoing commitment to 
public performances from day one.

Actors learn from expert professionals, their peers & their      
audiences 

The Cygnet training is an intensely practical blend of classwork, rehearsal 
and performance covering all aspects of the actor’s craft (from voice 
work, movement and improvisation to microphone technique, stage    
combat and acting for camera).  

Annual touring to theatres, community spaces and open air venues as well 
as a London Showcase gives a solid grounding in the joys and rigours of 
the professional actor’s life.

Cygnet graduates have gone on to have successful careers in all aspects of 
stage, film, TV & Radio, to form their own companies and found theatres.

 
             

More details:  www.cygnettheatre.co.uk

            TRAINING @                     CYGNET THEATRE

Sir Ian McKellen with the 
Cygnet Company on the 
set of  The Long Mirror, 
by J B Priestley directed 
by Richard Digby Day  
January 2018.



            TRAINING @                     CYGNET THEATRE
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Workshop Opportunities 

 
This term Cygnet is offering a range of short courses and workshops    
designed for either professional or community artists.  

Cygnet works with a range of local and visiting professional practitioners 
who offer their expertise in a series of workshops open to local actors 
and community performers alongside the Cygnet Company. 
 

Our upcoming opportunities are listed on our website   
www.cygnettheatre.co.uk.

If you would like to be added  
to our Artists Mailing List to 
receive information on 
upcoming opportunities  
please email   
info@cygnettheatre.co.uk



September
Fri 27 Tristan and Iseult   Exeter  Storytelling 7.30pm

Sat 28 Autumn Concert   Exeter  Music 6.00pm

October 

Thu 10  Choice Grenfell   Exeter  Music 7.30pm

Sat 12  Gothic Dartmoor   Exeter  Music 7.30pm

Thu 24 There Must Be an Angel Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm

Fri 25 There Must Be an Angel Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm 

Sat 26 There Must Be an Angel Exeter  Theatre 2.30pm

Sat  26 There Must Be an Angel Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm

November
Fri 1  Buckets   Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm

Thu 7  1819 – John Keats’ Year of  Wonders Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm

Fri 8  1819 – John Keats’ Year of  Wonders Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm

Sat 9  1819 – John Keats’ Year of  Wonders Exeter  Theatre 3.00pm

Sat 9  1819 – John Keats’ Year of  Wonders Exeter  Theatre 7.30pm 

 

December
Sat 7  Aladdin   Exeter  Theatre 2.30pm

Sat 14  Christmas Concert   Exeter  Music 6.00pm

Sun 15  Carols & Readings   Exeter  Music 4.00pm 
 

         Programme subject to change please check with venue before travelling  

   Cygnet Theatre  Friars Gate, Exeter,  Devon,  EX2 4AZ  

     To Book Tickets: 

     Theatre Hotline:    01392 277189  

     EVIT (Princesshay, Exeter)   01392 665885   
     Online ticketing:     www.wegottickets.com/cygnettheatre 
   
      info@cygnettheatre.co.uk      www.cygnettheatre.co.uk 
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